CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 28 - THE IMPORTANCE OF SHARING YOUR FAITH

INTRODUCTION: The Bible makes it clear that God has a great love for all people and that His desire is that none would perish but that all would have eternal life. (1 Timothy 2:3-4) (2 Peter 3:9) (Ezekiel 18:3) Jesus Himself made this very clear when He wept over Jerusalem after He knew that they would reject Him and His offer of eternal life. (Luke 19:41-44) In the gospel of John we read the words of Jesus, 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.” (John 3:16-21)
In the above passage of Scripture, Jesus made it clear that everyone who chooses to believe in Him will have everlasting life. Jesus also made it clear that people have a choice between whether or not to repent and believe in Him or to reject Him preferring a worldly lifestyle rather than living for Him. God has given everyone a free will to choose. The bible also makes it clear that there is only one way for a person to be saved and to receive the gift of eternal life which is through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12) Jesus Himself said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6) “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.” (John 10:9)
As Christians we have the wonderful but awesome responsibility to help lead others to Christ. With the reality of both heaven and hell we need to be always looking for opportunities to help lead our friends and family and others to Christ. In the book of Proverbs we read, “Deliver those who are drawn toward death, and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter.  If you say, “Surely we did not know this,” does not He who weighs the hearts consider it?  He who keeps your soul, does He not know it?  And will He not render to each man according to his deeds?”  (Proverbs 24:11-12) “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30) Sharing our faith with others also helps us to keep our own walk with the Lord strong and vibrant.
It is as we share the gospel with others that God’s saving grace moves upon people’s hearts to enable them to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17) It is as we share the gospel that faith arises in the hearts of people to receive Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”  (Romans 10:17)
We must simply be available to share our faith with others. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.” How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” (Romans 10:13-15) WE NEED TO SIMPLY BE ALWAYS AVAILABLE TO SHARE OUR FAITH WITH OTHERS WHEN GOD GIVES US THE OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO
I WILL NOW SHARE SEVEN KEYS TO HELP YOU TO BECOME MORE EFFECTIVE IN LEADING PEOPLE INTO A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST

1) WE MUST HAVE A GENUINE LOVE FOR THOSE THAT WE ARE MINISTERING TOO – THE IMPORTANCE OF BUILDING BRIDGES THROUGH RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS
Jesus was motivated by His great compassion for people and particularly for the lost and hurting. We must have a genuine love and concern for those that we witness to. (Matthew 9:36) (1 Thessalonians 1:8)
2) WE NEED TO HAVE A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE GOSPEL MESSAGE (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)
We must have a clear understanding of the gospel message and never deviate away from the key points of the gospel – i) That Jesus Christ died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and to fulfil God’s justice, ii) That on the third day He arose from the dead and is alive forevermore, and iii) That Jesus Christ gives the gift of eternal life to all those who RECEIVE Him (believe in Him) The following passages of Scripture are good to study to gain a thorough understanding of the Gospel of Grace. (Romans 3:9-28) (John 3:15-21) (Ephesians 2:1-10) (Galatians 2:16) (Galatians Chapter 3) (Romans 5:1-2) (Romans 5:6-9) (Philippians 3:9)  (2 Corinthians 5:21) (John 3:1-5) We must all be born again (“have a second spiritual birth from above”)
3) MEMORISE KEY SCRIPTURES TO USE WHEN SHARING YOU FAITH (THE GOSPEL) 2 TIMOTHY 2:15
Memorizing and sharing key scriptures helps us to communicate the gospel in a more powerful way. “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17) The following Scriptures are good to memorize and to get into our hearts to help us in sharing the gospel with others. (Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks) John 3:16-18, John 14:6, John 10:9, Romans 3:10-12,   Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, Ephesians 2:8-9, 2 Corinthians 5:21, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Romans 5:6-9,   John 1:12, Isaiah 1:18, Romans 5:1-2, Revelation 3:20, Revelation 1:17-18 and Romans 10:13  
4) HAVING AN ONGOING INTIMATE WALK WITH THE LORD – THE KEY TO HAVING GOD’S COMPASSION

Spending time in the presence of the Lord is the key to gaining God’s love for the lost. We need to continually maintain an intimate walk with the Lord if we are to bear fruit in our lives and to minister God’s love to others when we share our faith with them. (Psalm 37:4) (John 15:4-5) 
5) THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITNESSING IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – IT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO CONVICTS PEOPLE OF THEIR SIN (UNBELIEF)
Being baptized in the Holy Spirit (See Growth Key No. 20) (Acts 1:5 & 8) and being continually filled with the Holy Spirit, (Ephesians 5:18) is a key to being empowered to preach the gospel to others and to effectively sharing our faith with unbelievers. (1 Corinthians 2:2-5) We need to allow the Holy Spirit to minister through us as we share our faith with others. Only the Holy Spirit can convict people of their sin and unbelief and their need for Jesus Christ to save (forgive) them. (John 16:7-11) The Baptism in the Holy Spirit empowers believers to witness effectively to the lost. BEING LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ALSO A KEY TO CONSISTENTLY WITNESSING TO THOSE PEOPLE WHO ARE OPEN TO THE GOSPEL (Divine appointments)
6) THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYING FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE OUR FAITH AND PRAYING FOR THE SICK (MIRACLES ARE OFTEN THE MEANS BY WHICH PEOPLE COME TO FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST)
Praying for others helps us to gain a greater understanding and love for them and gives us a greater heart to share our faith with unbelievers. Praying for people to come to faith also helps us to be more aware of opportunities to share our faith with them and is a key to being effective in evangelism. (1 Timothy 2:1-3) As we pray for people to come to faith, the Holy Spirit often gives us keys as to how to best reach them with the gospel. It may be a particular gospel tract or a book that will help them in their current trials. Sometimes God will give us a word of knowledge to share with a person that will help them to come to Christ. For every need in life Jesus has an answer. As believers we can lay hands on the sick in the Name of Jesus and they will recover. (Mark 16:17-18) Healings and miracles are often the means by which people come to faith.
7) LIVING A LIFE THAT REFLECTS CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER AND A GENUINE LOVE FOR AND TRUST IN GOD

People must see in our own lives that our faith is real and that there is something different about our life. Being an example of what we preach by living a God glorifying life and having a steadfast faith and trust in the Lord adds great credibility to our witnessing to others. When people see God’s love and character in our own lives, it is far easier to lead them to Christ. In short we must not be hypocrites. (Matthew 5:16)
